EXERCISE 1: GROUP STUDENTS USING VARIOUS DATA INPUTS 
Students taking this course will have different levels of experience with data. Therefore, it can 
be helpful to assign exercises by group so that students can help one another. It can be useful 
to have people with various skills on each team. This exercise helps professors create groups with a variety of skills.

STEP 1
Ask students to talk one-on-one with each of the other students for 30-seconds per pairing. You can structure this by asking students to communicate to each person what he 
or she seeks in a group member.

STEP 2
Ask students to introduce themselves to the whole class by drawing a visual without words that best represents their best contribution to a business analytics group.

STEP 3
Ask students to self-select into groups, congregating in different places of the room. 
For example, each corner of the room could be for different skills: 
1. those good with Excel
2. those good with oral communication
3. those good with written communication
4. those good with statistics (if your course will include statistics exercises)

After these three steps, students have three sources of data for forming groups. You can allow them to form groups based on these data. It is up to you whether to require at least one person from Step 3 in each group, or let students use the data to decide for themselves.
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